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Today, we are going to focus on doing 
assessment (and development) for First 
Principles, regardless of how much (or 
little) work you have done in The First 
Principles Series booklets.



This Sunday’s teaching was stimulated by:

• Jeff’s series on Paul’s Middle Letters (which are 
all about establishing roots in first principles).

• Michael’s emphasis on “being rooted in the 
paradigm” of the way of Christ and His Apostles.  

• Nate’s work with our cluster to move forward 
with assessment and development, not just 
classes.

• Steve’s guilt for having some cool tools that he 
has under-utilized.





The First Principles Series is a set of 13, six-session, 
dialogue-based Bible study guides for use by church 
leaders and mature Christians to establish believers 
and churches in the faith. Rather than a typical fill-in-
the-blank approach, the series employs a highly 
effective learning process involving biblical passages 
and readings, community dialogue, and personal 
reflection and projects. Teaching core principles of 
Christ and His Apostles, this series guides participants 
in becoming firmly established in their faith. 



In other words, it is a tool for helping everyone in our 
church follow in the way of Christ and His Apostles 
and is a foundation for all aspects of Christian 
leadership in the home, church, and community.  A 
path to Christian maturity (and a means of assessing 
Christian growth toward maturity).



Series I  

Series I covers the process of establishing believers in 
their faith in the context of a local church—a 
household of God. 

•Becoming a Disciple 

•Belonging to a Family of Families 

•Participating in the Mission of the Church 

•Cultivating Habits of the Heart



Series II  

Series II turns participants’ attention from the 
household of God––a local church––to individual 
households––the family. God’s plan for husbands, 
wives, parents, and children is set in the context of the 
local church family. 

•Enjoying Your Relationship 

•Passing on Your Beliefs 

•Envisioning Fruitful Lifework 

•Building for Future Generations



Series III

Series III moves from passages to entire New 
Testament books, first developing a clear process of 
accurately interpreting these books, then revisiting 
the first principles in the context of Acts and Paul’s 
letters. 

•Handling the Word with Confidence 

•Unfolding the Great Commission 

•Laying Solid Foundations in the Gospel 

•Catching God's Vision for the Church 

•Living in God's Household



Portfolio Assessment

Collection (folio)

Presentation (portfolio)

Commendation

Development/Growth to Maturity



Portfolio Assessment of First Principles

Collection (folio)

Booklets with private notes



Portfolio Assessment of First Principles

Presentation (portfolio)

Work shared with a leader,         
especially Apply the Principles and 
Reshaping Your Life (and Projects) 



Portfolio Assessment of First Principles

Commendation

BILD Institute LM-I Certificate



Portfolio Assessment of First Principles

Development/Growth to Maturity

“Rooted in the Paradigm!”
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Discipleship I / Leadership Mastery I

Assessment:

The First Principles Series Competencies

Oral Review of Concepts

Becoming Established Assessment Tool



_____  Completed The First Principles Series I Booklets.

_____  1. Becoming a Disciple

First Principles of the Faith

• Summarized the essence of the gospel (kerygma) 
and built it into his/her testimony.

• Made a clear commitment to build his/her life on 
the first principles of the faith.

• Developed an understanding of what it means to 
renew one’s mind, unleashing the work of the 
Spirit in his/her life.

• Learned to begin to think in principles rather than 
rules and laws.



ORAL REVIEW

Twenty Concepts of The First Principles Series I

Book 1:
____ 1. The Gospel. The essence of the gospel can be summarized in a 
simple formula, referred to in the New Testament Church as The 
Proclamation (Kerygma).  Its essence: Jesus was prophesied in the Old 
Testament; was born of the Seed of David by the Holy Spirit; lived a 
perfect life marked by good deeds; was crucified on the cross; was 
buried and rose again to life on the 3rd day, according to the Scriptures; 
appeared to over 500 and ascended to heaven, with the promise to 
return to earth on the great day of judgment; everyone who believes in 
Him receives forgiveness of sins and will become part of His kingdom 
when He returns; the rest will be judged.  Acts 1:44–48





Doing Assessment for First Principles

Quick and dirty version!





Assessment [with elements from each]:

The First Principles Series Competencies

[Assessment topics and sub-topics]

Oral Review of Concepts

[Assessment context]

Becoming Established Assessment Tool

[Assessment style]



Doing Assessment for First Principles

Assessment Guide (with ratings)

Assessment Guide (w/o ratings)

Project Assessment (with pulldowns)

Using the First Principles Assessment Guide

Memory Verses for The First Principles Series













Doing Assessment for First Principles

Assessment Guide (with ratings)

Assessment Guide (w/o ratings)

Project Assessment (with pulldowns)

Using the First Principles Assessment Guide

Memory Verses for The First Principles Series



Doing Assessment for First Principles

• What is the value of using these tools?

• How could you benefit from them?

• How could people in your church benefit from 

them?

• Who should use them (and for whom)?

• Use the First Principles Assessment Guide to 

evaluate yourself (or someone in your 

family/church).



Doing Assessment for First Principles

• What didn’t you like about this exercise (and/or 

the assessment tools)?  

• What was challenging?

• What value did you find?

• What potential for your church do you envision?



Doing Assessment for First Principles

• What didn’t you like about this exercise (and/or 

the assessment tools)?  

• What was challenging?

• What value did you find?

• What potential for your church do you envision?

Continue this discussion in your house churches 

(and clusters).


