


Several discussions around moving the paradigm from understanding to embracing 
in our lives and ministry. 

Several conversations with Abraham  

• Several are teaching The First Principles incorrectly: teaching, go around 
the room, one shares, then the next; or leader teaches—no serious 
conversation 

• Many are getting the paradigm in their heads, but not making significant 
changes in their lives and ministry, focusing on form without function. 

• One major network is teaching other networks from the Western 
discipleship paradigm; they are not willing to listen. 

• Many people are not actually doing their own work, especially session 6. 

Paradigms Transformation



None of these things are surprising, in fact, this is always the case.   

We are dealing with them weekly. 
We are seeing massive grow of networks just like India. 
We are starting a whole new large cohort of network leaders: larger, outlying 
networks, and sending some back to the start, to catch up what they missed. 

We meet every other week for 3 hours, over 10 weeks, currently on Series 3 Book 
5 of The FP. This last Wednesday we were ready for session 6 followed by a 3–4 
page project. 

So this time I decided to model session 6.  

Paradigms Transformation



So this morning I am going to share that example, and  

• Illustrate the vital importance of session 6. 
• Use it to picture the whole process of FP and MTS. 
• Share a very important new insight into the Pauline Corpus. 
• Get you involved in the canonical formation issue around the Pauline 

corpus and Peter’s and John’s writings.   
• Give a picture of the issues involved in shaping the Petrine and Johannine 

collections. 

Paradigms Transformation



Issue: Importance of the entire process from the first principles to mastering the Scriptures 

Questions: 

1. Why are Paul’s concepts (of first principles and master craftsman) so important in 
understanding the process of establishing churches and developing well-trained leaders? 

2. Why is it critical for everyone in this process to do their own work? What will happen to 
them if they do not do their own work? 

3. Why is it so critical that those teaching The FP and MTS books develop the skills needed 
to develop people using this process?  Why is it especially needed in light of Western 
discipleship and Bible study materials?  

4. Why is it important to follow the entire process?  What does session 6 do that is so 
important to truly embracing the paradigm?

Importance of the Entire Process



Imagine you were listening in to Jesus’ conversation with two of His disciples on the 
road to Emmaus just after His resurrection. What did He say to the disciples? Why is it 
key for all Christians to listen in on the conversation? Luke records the essence of the 
conversation—a conversation that will open the Scriptures to all those desiring to 
follow Jesus as did the early followers after His resurrection. 

In this study we are going to walk along with Jesus.  You will enter that same 
conversation. You will know what Jesus told these disciples that opened their entire 
understanding of the Scriptures. You will discover the key to understanding the 
Scriptures, as explained by Jesus Himself.

What will this do for you? You will begin to understand the story of the Bible 
and begin to see how your life fits into the story.
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IMAGINE WALKING WITH JESUS 
ON THE ROAD TO EMMAUS
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t h r o u g h  t h e  s c r i p t u r e s
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WALKING THROUGH THE STORY:  THE STORYLINE

 S E S S I O N  1 :   U N D E R S T A N D I N G  T H E  S C R I P T U R E S

 S E S S I O N  2 :  T H E  S T O R Y L I N E

 S E S S I O N  3 :  T H E  O V E R A L L  P L A N

 S E S S I O N  4 :  T H E  N A T I O N  O F  I S R A E L

 S E S S I O N  5 :  T H E  D AV I D I C  C O V E N A N T

 S E S S I O N  6 :  T H E  K I N G D O M  A R R I V E S

 S E S S I O N  7 :  T H E  K I N G D O M  L A U N C H E D

 S E S S I O N  8 :  T H E  C H U R C H  A S  C H R I S T ’ S  G R A N D  S T R A T E G Y

 S E S S I O N  9 :  T H E  K I N G D O M  F U L LY  R E A L I Z E D

 S E S S I O N  1 0 :  R E S H A P I N G  O U R  L I V E S

Over the last 200 years, almost all theologically educated leaders worldwide have been educated 
in a fragmented Western system; therefore, we need to put all the pieces back together again. 
This is a very difficult, almost impossible task, thus the need for this booklet, Teaching the Story.
 
In this leader’s guide to The Story, we will explore how the Story builds a new framework for the 
Old Testament and lays a new substructure for New Testament theology. We will look at how 
to teach the Story worldwide, to both the secular West and the growing Church of the Global 
South, developing our own capacity to tell the Story as Jesus did on the road to Emmaus. As 
leaders, we will also begin a lifelong course of building our own body of work toward progressing 
the gospel worldwide in a very complex premodern-postmodern world.
 
With prepared leaders, The Story, gives an opportunity to open the eyes of many friends and 
neighbors to God’s complete story in a fun, life changing way. Many churches have been birthed 
from a similar study. The Story serves as both an introduction to the Story and an important first 
step in Mastering the Scriptures.
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TEACHING THE STORY

SESSION OUTLINE

 S E S S I O N  1 :   T H E  K E R Y G M A — W A L K I N G  T H R O U G H  T H E  S T O R Y   
  O F  T H E  J E W I S H  S C R I P T U R E S

 S E S S I O N  2 :  T H E  K E R Y G M A — F R A M E W O R K  F O R  O L D  
  T E S T A M E N T  T H E O L O G Y

 S E S S I O N  3 :  T H E  K E R Y G M A —T H E  S U B S T R U C T U R E  O F  N E W 
  T E S T A M E N T  T H E O L O G Y

 S E S S I O N  4 :  T E A C H I N G  T H E  S T O R Y  I N  W E S T E R N  S E C U L A R 
  C O N T E X T S

 S E S S I O N  5 :  T E A C H I N G  T H E  S T O R Y  I N  G L O B A L  S O U T H / O R A L   
  C O N T E X T S

 S E S S I O N  6 :  D E V E L O P I N G  Y O U R  O W N  “ E M M A U S  R O A D ” 
  C O N V E R S A T I O N  C A P A C I T Y

THE STORY 
L E A D E R’ S  G U I D E

TEACHING 
THE STORY
Learning to Teach the Metanarrative
in a Postmodern World
B Y  J E F F  R E E D

 

The New Perspective on Paul                    



The Pastoral Epistles 



The Pastorals - First Principles 

2 Timothy: Living in God’s Household 
Session 1: The Intent of the Pastorals: Household Order 
Session 2: The First Letter to Timothy: Household as Social 

Structure  
Session 3: The Letter to Titus: Set in Order What Remains 
Session 4: The Second Letter to Timothy: Passing On the Deposit 
Session 5: Stewarding the Deposit: The Importance of Leadership 

Process 
Study the Scriptures 
Consult the Scholars 
Think Through the Issues 
Apply the Principles 



The Pastorals - First Principles 

Living in God’s Household 

Session 6: Reshaping Our Lives 

Committing Your Heart: Reflection, Personal Journaling, and 
Prayer 

Committing Your Mind: Forming Clear Convictions and 
Memorizing Scripture  

Committing Your Life: Decisions, Personal Projects, and Life 
Habits  
  



Sessions 1–5

Study the Scriptures

Consult the Scholars

Think Through the Issues

Apply the Principles


Session 6: Reshaping Our Lives


Committing Your Heart: Reflection, 
Personal Journaling, and Prayer


Committing Your Mind: Forming Clear 
Convictions and Memorizing Scripture 


Committing Your Life: Decisions, 
Personal Projects and Life Habits 




The Process, Your Own Work, Skill Sets
In the last 20 years in educational development, a very helpful concept has developed called 
“Understanding by Design” (UbD). It answers the question: What is understanding? I love this 
chart in ASCD’s Understanding by Design Meets Neuroscience 

Indicators of a Little Knowledge but Not Deep Understanding 

You can …  
• Give back what you were told.  
• Plug in.  
• Remember.  
• Select the "correct" answer from given alternatives.  
• Apply a skill only in the way it was learned.  
• You cannot transfer your learning to a new situation. …And you are less able to do 

the things listed under Indicators of Deep Understanding. 



Indicators of Deep Understanding 

    You can …  
• Explain things clearly and completely.  
• Teach others effectively.  
• Apply your understanding flexibly in new situations (transfer). 
• Analyze and evaluate information and sources.  
• Justify and support your ideas/positions.  
• Interpret meaning of things such as text, data, and experiences.  
• Generate new questions.  
• Recognize different points of view on an issue.  
• Empathize with others.  
• Diagnose errors and correct them.  
• Self-assess and monitor your progress.  
• Adjust midcourse.  
• Reflect on your own learning. 

The Process, Your Own Work, Skill Sets



The Process, Your Own Work, Skill Sets
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Consult the Scholars
In the last session, we introduced the idea of the need for a whole new skill set. 
This skill set consists of six skills required to effectively make use of this educa-
tional method. 

The Skill Set 

1. Doing Biblical Theology 

2. Reading an Article for Relevance 

3. Leading Socratic Discussions 

4. Thinking Deeply and Integratively 

5. Doing Qualitative Assessment 

6. Constructing a Life Development Folio/Portfolio 

,Q�VHVVLRQ�IRXU��ZH�H[DPLQHG�WKH�¿UVW�IRXU�VNLOOV��,Q�WKLV�VHVVLRQ��ZH�ZLOO�H[DPLQH�
VNLOOV�¿YH�DQG�VL[��TXDOLWDWLYH�DVVHVVPHQW�DQG�FRQVWUXFWLQJ�D�OLIH�GHYHORSPHQW�
folio/portfolio system. 

Skill Five: Doing Qualitative Assessment 

There are two kinds of assessment in education today—quantitative assessment 
and qualitative assessment. Quantitative assessment is assessment that focuses 
on very objective things such as courses completed, years in school, attendance, 
projects completed, and most testing instruments. Qualitative assessment focus-
es on the things not so readily assessed, such as levels of competency, character 
developed, and wisdom gained. Quantitative assessment is more a science and 
qualitative assessment an art. Most of what we really care about in Christian 
education falls into the category of qualitative assessment. We care about how 
ZHOO�WKH�¿UVW�SULQFLSOHV�RI�WKH�IDLWK�DUH�LQWHUQDOL]HG��QRW�MXVW�ZKHWKHU�WKH�ERRNV�DUH�
¿QLVKHG��RU�HYHQ�JRRG�DWWHQGDQFH�DQG�FRPSOHWHG�SURMHFWV��:H�FDUH�DERXW�KRZ�
well the principles are internalized and practiced. 

,W�LV�GLI¿FXOW�WR�FDUU\�RXW�TXDOLWDWLYH�DVVHVVPHQW��,W�PXVW�LQYROYH�WKH�SHUVRQ�EHLQJ�
assessed. And it must be done by someone who has been through the learning 
process with the person being assessed. It cannot just be reduced to a checklist. 
Yet we must have some criteria to work with. We have created a tool to assess 
development, which can be used both before and after going through The First 



The Process, Your Own Work, Skill Sets



The Pastorals - First Principles 

Committing Your Heart: Reflection, Personal Journaling, and Prayer 

Reflection/Journaling:  

While our churches are “well set in order,” we have never solved 
the huge problem in our culture of caring for widows. Our 
national system of “nursing homes” is terrible; it is often like 
throwing away the elderly, especially widows. We need to think 
this through very carefully, which may take a few years.  



The Pastorals - First Principles 

Committing Your Heart: Reflection, Personal Journaling, and Prayer 

Prayer:  

Over the next 2–5 years we, as apostolic team and senior 
elders, we will gain great insight into how to care for our elderly, 
especially older widows, and design a dynamic plan that works 
in our culture replacing in our churches the “nursing home” 
mess. 



The Pastorals - First Principles 
Committing Your Mind: Forming Clear Convictions and Memorizing 
Scripture  

Mature, Well-Ordered Households and Leaders 

Churches set in order (household topos)   
1 Timothy 3:14–16 

Solid senior eldership Titus 1:5–9 
(elders, deacons, women: 1 Timothy 3) 

Household texts (family of families):  
1 Timothy 5:1–6:2 
Titus 2:1–21 

Key, intergenerational apostolic leaders and teams 

Training process, stewardship responsibilities: 2 Timothy 
Leadership virtue/vice cluster lists:  
1 Timothy 3:2–4, 8–12; 6:3–5; Titus 1:6–9; 3:3; 2 Timothy 3:2–5 



The Pastorals - First Principles 

Committing Your Mind: Forming Clear Convictions and Memorizing 
Scripture  

New insight: When Paul talks about the deposit (the faith, the sound doctrine) 
he entrusted to Timothy, he is referring to his letters as its essence, although he 
clearly saw all Scripture as “profitable for teaching, reproof, correction, and 
training in righteousness” (2 Tim 3:16). 

Key breakthrough article: “The Pauline Corpus” by E. Randolph Richards, 
chapter 14 in Canon Formation: Tracing the Role of Sub-Sections in the Biblical 
Canon, edited by W. Edward Glenny and Darian R. Lockett (T&T Clark, 2023), 
$150. 

He proves that Paul’s entire 13 letters appeared as a complete 13-letter 
collection very early after Paul; he ties it to bringing the parchments (notebooks) 
in 2 Timothy 4:13: “and above all the parchments.” 

Memory Work: 2 Timothy 4:9–22 



The Pastorals - First Principles 

Committing Your Life: Decisions, Personal Projects, and Life Habits  
  

Research and design a “theology in culture” project of caring for our elderly and 
dealing with the issue of “putting older widows on the list,” including forming a 
cutting edge “cultural reader."  



The Process, Your Own Work, Skill Sets
Let me highlight several observations 

1. We must do our own work or we will not be effective in developing others, or it will 
not come from our lives, just our heads. 

2. We need to work on several skill sets: study skills, teaching/educational skills, 
shepherding/counseling skills. 

3. We need to be part of a development process: as Paul told Timothy that his 
progress should be evident to all. 

4. We must do everything we can to help every believer, including our kids, 
personally learn and practice the first principles to develop their own capacity to 
think biblically. 



The Process, Your Own Work, Skill Sets
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THEOLOGY IN CULTURE SYSTEM

THE FIRST PRINCIPLES SERIES
The First Principles Series is a set of 13 six-session, dialogue-based Bible study guides for use 
by church leaders and mature Christians to establish believers and churches in the faith, sort of 
H���Z[�JLU[\Y`�JH[LJOPZT��9H[OLY�[OHU�H�[`WPJHS�PUMVYTH[PVU�IHZLK��ÄSS�PU�[OL�ISHUR�HWWYVHJO��
[OL�ZLYPLZ�LTWSV`Z�H�OPNOS`�LɈLJ[P]L�SLHYUPUN�WYVJLZZ�PU]VS]PUN�)PISL�WHZZHNLZ�HUK�YLHKPUNZ��
JVTT\UP[`�KPHSVN\L��WLYZVUHS�YLÅLJ[PVU��HUK�WYVQLJ[Z��;LHJOPUN�JVYL�WYPUJPWSLZ�VM�*OYPZ[�HUK�/PZ�
(WVZ[SLZ��[OPZ�ZLYPLZ�N\PKLZ�WHY[PJPWHU[Z�PU�ILJVTPUN��ÄYTS`�LZ[HISPZOLK�PU�[OLPY�MHP[O�

Series I
Covers the process of establishing believers in their faith in the context 
of a local church—a household of God.
� Becoming a Disciple
� Belonging to a Family of Families
� Participating in the Mission of the Church 
� Cultivating Habits of the Heart

Series II
Turns participants’ attention from the household of God—a local 
church—to individual households—the family. God’s plan for hus-
bands, wives, parents, and children is set in the context of the local 
church family.
� Enjoying Your Relationship
� Passing on Your Beliefs
� Envisioning Fruitful Lifework
� Building for Future Generations 

Series III
4V]LZ�MYVT�WHZZHNLZ�[V�LU[PYL�5L^�;LZ[HTLU[�IVVRZ��ÄYZ[�KL-
veloping a clear process of accurately interpreting these books, 
[OLU�YL]PZP[PUN�[OL�ÄYZ[�WYPUJPWSLZ�PU�[OL�JVU[L_[�VM�(J[Z�HUK�7H\S»Z�
letters.
� /HUKSPUN�[OL�>VYK�>P[O�*VUÄKLUJL
� Unfolding the Great Commission
� Laying Solid Foundations in the Gospel
� Catching God’s Vision for the Church
� Living in God’s Household 

Teaching the First Principles
A six-session guide designed to help leaders understand this new, dialogue-based 
approach and to develop the full skill set necessary to establish believers and 
churches in the faith.



The Process, Your Own Work, Skill Sets
Shepherding and Counseling—Paul’s Tradition of 
Pastoral Care 

Session 1:  The Pastoral Care Taxonomy: Schema 
and Principles 

Session 2:  The Pastoral Care Taxonomy: Processes 
and Practices 

Session 3:  MicroSkills Hierarchy 

Session 4:  Major Life Development Tools 

Session 5:  Mastering the Scriptures 

Session 6:  Medical, Legal, and Governmental 
Assistance 

Session 7:  ReBuild Programs 

Session 8:  Personal Competency Portfolio 



Two key disciplines are being shaped in fresh and valuable ways by Greco-Roman 
research: linguistics and canonical studies.  These two authors/books are leading the 
conversations.

Two Key Disciplines



The first two came out in 2022, and the 
third, this April. (NT Wright 2014, LTJ 2021) 

They confirm the primacy and early 
availability of the Pauline corpus as I have 
written and taught, but give fresh insight. 

In addition, we have to deal with the 
canonical shape of Peter’s letters and the 
Jewish epistles and the Johannine 
literature.  

First I will deal with the Pauline corpus and 
then the shape of what I am calling the 
Petrine circle.

New Insight on Pauline Corpus



Remember Paul’s final instructions to Timothy 

11 Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is 
useful in my ministry. 12 I have sent Tychicus to Ephesus. 13 When 
you come, bring the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, also the 
books, and above all the parchments (Greco-Roman “their own 
important letters”).   

2 Timothy 4:11–13 NRSV 

In chapter 14 “The Pauline Corpus” listen to this quote 
“Nonetheless,, all manuscripts are letter collections with at least 
thirteen (arguably fourteen) letters. The evidence is thorough and 
quite early. There is no extant evidence for any singular letters of 
Paul circulating independently.” 

New Insight on Pauline Corpus



I cannot deal with it thoroughly here, but let me put together what I think 
happened. 

1. Paul wants Timothy to bring Mark with him to join him and Luke.  He 
especially wanted his books and parchments (important notebooks), 
most assuredly his letters. 

2. Why would Paul want Mark, who is “useful to him” in his ministry, if he 
had just said his ministry was over.   

3. I think he wanted to complete his collection, tie it in carefully with 
Luke’s Acts manuscripts, and give some coordination to Mark’s 
working with the Petrine circle of Jewish letters since Peter had just 
died 3–4 years earlier.  

4. Though Paul probably did not write Hebrews, it appear in most of 
Paul’s early collections, meaning he must have at least had some 
shaping of it.

New Insight on Pauline Corpus



What I think happened. (cont.) 

5. Remember, Paul told Timothy to guard the deposit of his teaching that 
he carefully entrusted to him, not Peter’s or John’s. He was preparing 
Timothy to do just that. 

6. Peter was aware that Paul’s collection was almost done before he died 
(2 Peter 3:16; “in all his letters”). 

7. So when Paul said to Timothy to “guard the teaching entrusted to 
him,” he most likely was referring to his collection of 13 letters; and he 
was to see they were entrusted to Paul’s churches.  

8. That means, as we are focusing on fully understanding Paul's letters to 
church networks around the world, we are doing exactly what Paul 
asked; and Paul was carrying out Christ’s teaching and design for His 
churches.  

New Insight on Pauline Corpus



Now as to Hebrews, we have a lot of work ahead 
of us.  I think it will be full of understanding 
breakthroughs. Here is a glimpse.  

New Insight on Pauline Corpus
Petrine Circle and Johannine Literature Canonical 
Collections 

Situating


Petrine Circle




1 Peter

2 Peter





            



Johannine Literature




1–3 John

   (7 Aegean churches)


The Petrine Circle

Jewish Epistles and the Coming Fall of Jerusalem


Book 1: The Petrine Circle (5 books)

             Jewish Epistles, 2nd Generation Jewish Churches & Coming Fall of Jerusalem


Session 1: Mark and Peter’s 5 Sermons: The Core Gospel

Session 2: James: Peter’s Gospel in Practice

Session 3: 1 Peter: The Jewish Church’s Didache

Session 4: Hebrews and Alexandrian Jewish Churches

Session 5: 2 Peter and Jude: Impending Crisis


Johannine Literature


Book 1: Johannine Literature (5 books)

              Future of 2nd Generation Gentile Aegean Churches and Coming Global Battles


Session 1: Johannine Literature: Circle of 7 Churches

Session 2: John: Abundant Life in Christ (Lifen

Session 3: 1–2 John: Abiding in Christ in Community

Session 4: 3 John, Jude: Impending Crisis

Session 5: Revelation: The Coming Global Battles


David Horrell’s article rejects the emerging consensus, but Petrine school does not demand 1 
Peter first to make it a Petrine circle


All Jewish letters must have come from Peter: Peter has the keys and Peter’s 5 Acts sermons, 
like Paul, must build on him (1 Corinthians 15:1-6)


Not a Petrine school but a Petrine circle

Not a Johannine school but Johannine literature


1

Mark


James


Hebrews

Jude

John


Revelation



Corpus Apostolicism: The Petrine Circle



I  have become a great fan of Stanley Porter’s work.  He has done 
great Greco-Roman research rooted in linguistics and proposes a 
language-based critique of New Testament theology. 

This has huge bearing on Johnson’s “No Theology of Paul.” He 
argues for synchronic not diachronic methodology, which is a 
linguistic narrative discourse approach that has expanded way past 
major narrative and entire books, even past canonical sections and 
subsections, but building on them, to a synchronic intertextuality. 

I believe Porter’s argument points the right direction, but will 
ultimately strengthen Johnson’s argument; I am calling for a limited 
synchronic approach, but only while solving specific issues and 
problems in our churches and culture.

Two Key Disciplines



Building on systemic functional linguistic (SFL), Porter sets forth a 
three-part approach to building the basic components of a New 
Testament theology: synchronic over diachronic, linguistic register, 
and intertextuality. 

While he is right that no New Testament theologies exist that are 
built this way, his ideas need not invalidate Johnson’s “no theology 
of Paul” as a foundation (he agrees with us). But Johnson’s volume 
2, essays on problems and issues, is the synchronic point of 
intersection around cultural issues and problems, not a one for all 
synchronic New Testament theology. Maybe these Greco-Roman 
geniuses (which they are), will again lose their ball in the woods, but 
serve us enormously.

Two Key Disciplines



Issue: Importance of the entire process from the first principles to mastering the scriptures 

Questions: 

1. Why are Paul’s concepts (first principles and master craftsman) so important in 
understanding the process of establishing churches and developing well-trained leaders? 

2. Why is it critical for everyone in this process to do their own work?  What will happen to 
them if they do not do their own work? 

3. Why is it so critical that those teaching The FP and MTS books develop the skills needed 
to develop people using this process?  Why is it an especially needed insight in light of 
Western discipleship and Bible study material?  

4. Why is it important to follow the entire process?  What does session 6 do that is so 
important to truly embracing the paradigm?

Importance of the Entire Process


