Introduction to Paul’s Middle Letters
Today we are going to look at Paul’s expectations for his churches in his middle letters.
The middle letters are: Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians, and Philemon.
As we begin this series, as is often the case, I have to work around in them with a few
preliminary studies before I oﬃcially begin the booklets.
Same is true this time. I am not sure of a few things and need to get fully into them to pave the
way for the hard research and careful presentation for the Mastering the Scriptures series.

Introduction to Paul’s Middle Letters
Issue: Paul’s expectations for his churches
Questions:
1. What does Paul expect from his churches? towards each other?
toward Paul and his ministry?
2. What does it mean to participate with Paul in the progress of the
gospel?
3. What does it mean to be equipped for the work of the ministry?
4. What does it mean to become one mature church reflecting the
image of Christ?

Ephesians 4:11–16
11So

these were the gifts that he gave. Some were to be apostles, others prophets, others
12
evangelists, and others pastors and teachers. Their job is to give God’s people the equipment
13
they need for their work of service, and so to build up the king’s body. The purpose of this is
that we should all reach unity in our belief and loyalty, and in knowing God’s son. Then we shall
14
reach the stature of the mature Man measured by the standards of the king’s fullness. As a
result, we won’t be babies any longer! We won’t be thrown this way and that on a stormy sea,
blown about by every gust of teaching, by human tricksters, by their cunning and deceitful
15
scheming. Instead, we must speak the truth in love, and so grow up in everything into him—
16
that is, into the king, who is the head. He supplies the growth that the whole body needs,
linked as it is and held together by every joint which supports it, with each member doing its
own proper work. Then the body builds itself up in love.
NT Wright
to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us
come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the
measure of the full stature of Christ.
NRSV
12

13

Colossians 1:28–29
28 He

is the one we are proclaiming. We are instructing everybody and teaching everybody in
every kind of wisdom, so that we can present everybody grown up, complete, in the king.
29 That’s what I am working for, struggling with all his energy which is powerfully at work within
me.
NT Wright
It is he whom we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we
may present everyone mature in Christ. 29 For this I toil and struggle with all the energy that he
powerfully inspires within me.
NRSV
28

Philippians 1:3–6, 27
I thank my God every time I think of you! always pray with joy, whenever I pray for you all,
5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 6 Of this I’m convinced:
the one who began a good work in you will thoroughly complete it by the day of King Jesus.
3

27 The

4I

one thing I would stress is this: your public behavior must match up to the gospel of the
king. That way, whether I do come and see you or whether I remain elsewhere, the news that I
get about you will indicate that you are standing firm with a single spirit, struggling side by side
with one united intent for the faith of the gospel,

Colossians 4:2–4, 7–8
2 Devote

3 While

yourselves to prayer; keep alert in it, with thanksgiving.
you’re about it, pray for
us, too, that God will open in front of us a door for the word, so that we may speak of the
4
mystery of the king— which is why I’m here in chains. Pray that I may speak clearly about it.
7
That’s what I am duty-bound to do…. Our dear brother Tychicus will tell you all my news. He is
8
a faithful servant, indeed a fellow slave in the Lord. This is why I’m sending him to you—to let
you know how things are with us, and to encourage your hearts.

Ephesians 1:18–22
18 Pray

on every occasion in the spirit, with every type of prayer and intercession. You’ll need to
keep awake and alert for this, with all perseverance and intercession for all God’s holy ones—
19 and also for me! Please pray that God will give me his words to speak when I open my mouth,
20
so that I can make known, loud and clear, the secret truth of the gospel. That, after all, is why
I’m a chained-up ambassador! Pray that I may announce it boldly; that’s what I’m duty-bound to
21
do. It’s important that you should know how things are with me, and what I’m up to; so our
22
dear brother Tychicus will tell you about it. He is a loyal servant in the Lord. I’ve sent him to
you with this in mind, so that you may know how things are with us, and so that he may
encourage your hearts.
NT Wright
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The People of Paul’s Middle Letters
Ephesians: Paul, Tychicus, a loyal servant, and the churches of Ephesus
Philippians: Paul, Timothy I have no one else of his quality, Epaphroditus, your agent to me,
Euodia and Syntyche, who have struggled alongside me, and Clement and the other colaborers,
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Aristarchus, who was in jail with me sends his greetings, Mark, Barnabas’s nephew—welcome
him, Jesus Justus—these three the only fellow Jews among my colleagues; Epaphras, one of
your own folk; the family in Laodicea and in Hierapolis; Luke, the beloved doctor, Demas, the
family in Laodicea, and to Nympha and the church in her house, Archippus
Philemon: Paul, Timothy, Philemon, colleague and partner; Apphia, our sister, Archippus,
comrade in arms, and the people who meet in their house; Onesimus, “Mr. Useful.”; Epaphras,
my fellow prisoner; Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke, my colleagues here.
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Paul’s Expectations of His Churches Reflected in the Middle
Letters
Paul had 3 main expectations of his churches reflected in his middle letters:
1. They mature in Christ, as churches in Ephesus, Philippi, and the Colossae tri-city area,
and that they carry out the work of the ministry in their area.
2. They participate with him with one mind, striving together for the progress of the gospel
as individual churches, as a growing network of churches, and as key leaders serving the
network.
3. That together—as churches and a growing network, right down to each individual—they
become one mature church reflecting the image of Christ.
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ON THE ROAD TO EMMAUS

10 SESSION JOURNEY
through the scriptures

Imagine you were listening in to Jesus’ conversation with two of His disciples on the
road to Emmaus just after His resurrection. What did He say to the disciples? Why is it
key for all Christians to listen in on the conversation? Luke records the essence of the
conversation—a conversation that will open the Scriptures to all those desiring to
follow Jesus as did the early followers after His resurrection.

The Story

In this study we are going to walk along with Jesus. You will enter that same
conversation. You will know what Jesus told these disciples that opened their entire
understanding of the Scriptures. You will discover the key to understanding the
Scriptures, as explained by Jesus Himself.
What will this do for you? You will begin to understand the story of the Bible
and begin to see how your life fits into the story.
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road to Emmaus just after His resurrection. What did He say to the disciples? Why is it
key for all Christians to listen in on the conversation? Luke records the essence of the
conversation—a conversation that will open the Scriptures to all those desiring to
follow Jesus as did the early followers after His resurrection.
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conversation. You will know what Jesus told these disciples that opened their entire
understanding of the Scriptures. You will discover the key to understanding the
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S E S S I O N 1 : U N D E R S TA N D I N G T H E S C R I P T U R E S

TEACHING THE STORY

SESSION 2: THE STORYLINE

Over the last 200 years, almost all theologically educated leaders worldwide have been educated
in a fragmented Western system; therefore, we need to put all the pieces back together again.
This is a very difficult, almost impossible task, thus the need for this booklet, Teaching the Story.
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L E A D E R’ S G U I D E

In this leader’s guide to The Story, we will explore how the Story builds a new framework for the
Old Testament and lays a new substructure for New Testament theology. We will look at how
to teach the Story worldwide, to both the secular West and the growing Church of the Global
South, developing our own capacity to tell the Story as Jesus did on the road to Emmaus. As
leaders, we will also begin a lifelong course of building our own body of work toward progressing
the gospel worldwide in a very complex premodern-postmodern world.

S E S S I O N 5 : T H E D AV I D I C C O V E N A N T

S E S S I O N 9 : T H E K I N G D O M F U L LY R E A L I Z E D

THE STORY

With prepared leaders, The Story, gives an opportunity to open the eyes of many friends and
neighbors to God’s complete story in a fun, life changing way. Many churches have been birthed
from a similar study. The Story serves as both an introduction to the Story and an important first
step in Mastering the Scriptures.
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