






Mission 

Vocation Establishment 



“The Cosmic Perspective” 



Genesis 1.31 



Genesis 1.26-28 



Genesis ch. 3, Ro 1.22 



Ge 2.16-17, Ro 5.12 



Ge 3. 17-19, Ro 8.18-24a 













2 Co 5.17 



Re 21.1-5a 



Hb 2.14: “For as the waters fill the sea, the earth will 

be filled with an awareness of the glory of the LORD.” 



“Humans were 

supposed to be 

running God’s world 

as his viceregents, 

his image-bearers, 

reflecting into the 

world the glory and 

wise ordering of its 

maker.” N.T. Wright, Paul and 

the Faithfulness of God, 377 







Discuss 
 

• Based on last week, answer the 

question, “equipped for what?” 

•How does this relate to the 

human vocation?  

•What is the relationship between 

human vocation and mission? 

•How does this relate to God’s 

purposes in the cosmos? 







Ephesians 
• Chapters 1-3 teach on the church and 

on the church’s place in God’s purposes 

• Chapters 4-6  teach about life the 

context of that community 



Ep 4.1-6: “Therefore I, a prisoner for serving the Lord, 

beg you to lead a life worthy of your calling, for you 

have been called by God. Always be humble and 

gentle. Be patient with each other, making allowance 

for each other’s faults because of your love. Make 

every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, 

binding yourselves together with peace. For there is 

one body and one Spirit, just as you have been called 

to one glorious hope for the future. There is one Lord, 

one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who 

is over all, in all, and living through all.” 



Ep 3.8-12: “This grace was given to me—the least 

of all the saints—to proclaim to the Gentiles the 

incalculable riches of the Messiah, and to shed 

light for all about the administration of the mystery 

hidden for ages in God who created all things. 

This is so God’s multi-faceted wisdom may now 

be made known through the church to the rulers 

and authorities in the heavens. This is according 

to His eternal purpose accomplished in the 

Messiah, Jesus our Lord. In Him we have 

boldness and confident access through faith in 

Him.” 



Ep 3.8-12: “This grace was given to me—the least 

of all the saints—to proclaim to the Gentiles the 

incalculable riches of the Messiah, and to shed 

light for all about the administration of the mystery 

hidden for ages in God who created all things. 

This is so God’s multi-faceted wisdom may now 

be made known through the church to the rulers 

and authorities in the heavens. This is according 

to His eternal purpose accomplished in the 

Messiah, Jesus our Lord. In Him we have 

boldness and confident access through faith in 

Him.” 



Ep 3.8-12: “This grace was given to me—the least 

of all the saints—to proclaim to the Gentiles the 

incalculable riches of the Messiah, and to shed 

light for all about the administration of the mystery 

hidden for ages in God who created all things. 

This is so God’s multi-faceted wisdom may now 

be made known through the church to the rulers 

and authorities in the heavens. This is according 

to His eternal purpose accomplished in the 

Messiah, Jesus our Lord. In Him we have 

boldness and confident access through faith in 

Him.” 



Ep 3.8-12: ”This grace was given to me—the least 

of all the saints—to proclaim to the Gentiles the 

incalculable riches of the Messiah, and to shed 

light for all about the administration of the mystery 

hidden for ages in God who created all things. 

This is so God’s multi-faceted wisdom may now 

be made known through the church to the rulers 

and authorities in the heavens. This is according 

to His eternal purpose accomplished in the 

Messiah, Jesus our Lord. In Him we have 

boldness and confident access through faith in 

Him.” 



“[The church] is to serve throughout the 

universe as an object-lesson of the 

wisdom of God.” Bruce, 320  

“There is no need to limit the 

‘principalities and powers’ in such a 

context as this to hostile forces. All 

created intelligences are in view 

here.” Bruce, 321  





“The Bible offers … a covenant of 

vocation. The vocation in question is 

that of being a genuine human being, 

with genuinely human tasks to 

perform as part of the Creator’s 

purpose for his world. The main task 

of this vocation is ‘image-bearing,’ 

reflecting the Creator’s wise 

stewardship into the world and 

reflecting the praises of all creation 

back to its maker.” Wright, 77  









Dt 4.5-8: “I have taught you statutes and 

ordinances as the Lord my God has 

commanded me, so that you may follow 

them in the land you are entering to 

possess. Carefully follow them, for this 

will show your wisdom and 

understanding in the eyes of the 

peoples. When they hear about all these 

statutes, they will say, ‘This great nation 

is indeed a wise and understanding 

people.’ For what great nation is there 

that has a god near to it as the Lord our 

God is to us whenever we call to Him? 

And what great nation has righteous 

statutes and ordinances like this entire 

law I set before you today?” 





Ep 3.8-12: “This grace was given to me—the least 

of all the saints—to proclaim to the Gentiles the 

incalculable riches of the Messiah, and to shed 

light for all about the administration of the mystery 

hidden for ages in God who created all things. 

This is so God’s multi-faceted wisdom may now 

be made known through the church to the rulers 

and authorities in the heavens. This is according 

to His eternal purpose accomplished in the 

Messiah, Jesus our Lord. In Him we have 

boldness and confident access through faith in 

Him.” 





Discuss 

• Can you see the through-line from kerygma, to 

didache, to making the multifaceted wisdom of God 

known? Discuss. 

• How does the cosmic perspective contextualize 

establishing? (“Equipped for what?”) 

• What do our plans have to do with making God’s 

wisdom known? 

• How does all this help us integrate the different 

aspects of our faith in Jesus? 


